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Grizzly Man  
The Werner Herzog’s Grizzly Man is documentary film about   Timothy Treadwell, a man who decided to leave his normal life to live and take care of the bears. In this film, Herzog utilizes footages and interviews to bring out the life of Timmothy.  According to the film living in the park with the bears and not with human beings is what Treadwell saw good. However, to the viewers, living in Alaska with the wildest bears was not life worth and in fact was risking his life and distress to his girlfriend. It was a goal and passion not with pursuing. In this essay, I will examine Herzog’s main argument in the film and importance of showing compassion and empathy rather mere critics.
 Herzog’s, main argument in the documentary is that Treadwell was not anthropomorphic as he claimed, and that his stay in the forest was personal rather than being driven by concern for the bears. In his film, Herzog adopts a critical approach whereby he constantly questions and challenges   Treadwell’s actions and motives. His poses questioning on Treadwell’s self-mythogization. For instance, Herzog states that “What haunts me is that in all the bears filmed by Treadwell, I do not see any kinship, nor understanding, nor mercy. I see only the overwhelming indifference about nature” (Herzog 1)). This   indicates that according to Herzog, there were no interconnection between the bears and Treadwell as he claimed, and that the bears did not deserve mercy as Treadwell was portraying.
 Herzog indicates that the motive for Treadwell staying in the forests with the bears was more inclined to his personal interests rather than concern for the bears. He argues that there was no secret world of the bears, and continues to state that to Timothy Treadwell, the bears were “friend and savior” (Herzog 1).  This indicates that the decision to live with the bears was not motivated by his concern for the nature and their protection but by need for comfort and friendship which   he obtained from the bears. The bears were his source of solitude. Even though Trend well argues that he aimed at educating the public and protecting the bears, Herzog points out that the bears are already protected, as they live in federally protected land. He also critics Treadwell’s argument by stating that there is no significant evidence to show that he offered any protection against the poachers, no is their evidence that show that the poachers posed any significant threat to the population of the bears.  He indicates    Treadwell’s immersion into the lives of the bears and the world life bright more harm than good to the animals (Ladino 60).
 Herzog successfully brings out   Treadwell as cunning individual who did not only got what he deserved, but also failed to achieve his mission.  According to him, Treadwell thought that life would be better if laid upon for the bears.  His choice of sacrificing his life for the bears was baseless, as they are animals and could not understand any help or attachment directed to them. To prove this, he brings out how several occasions where the bears turned against Herzog even after helping    them. For instance, no matter how hard he tried, he could not live like animals and after 13 summers in the forest, he could no longer live like humans (Noys 51). This   indicates that his decision made him to rejected by the animal and human world, and hence death was what he could much deserve.
  In my opinion Timothy Treadwell deserved empathy than critique.  First, human beings are rational beings and we make decisions based on evaluation of the prevailing conditions or what we think is good for us. Therefore, individual’s decision should be looked from the perspective of the decision maker and not what the other people think is good or bad.  Timothy made decision to live amongst the bears and protect them because he felt that they needed protection. Therefore, rather than criticizing his decision, Herzog should have empathized with him, and this would have offered a moral support in his endeavor. 
   	In addition, unlike criticism, empathy brings compassion and deeper understanding of the problem. Critiquing Treadwell   did not benefit Tread line or Herzog.  This indicates that if we continue   criticizing Treadwell rather than empathizing with him, we will never get to understand what his motive was and what pushed him to make the decision   of living with the bears for the 13 summers. We would be in better position to share his story, and make his dreams true if the story is told from   empathetical rather than critical point of few (Yip and Meena, 1). This is because by empathizing with him, it would be possible to draw emotional connection and be able to tell his story better. Most people criticize Treadwell’s decision because   the story is mostly told from critical point. 
  	Treadwell deserves our empathy because empathy shows appreciation of diversity. We are all different and we make different decisions. We have different goals and ambitions which we pursue for happiness.  The fact that Treadwell did not choose to live the normal live which majority of us think it’s the norm should not be the basis for castigating his decisions.  Furthermore, Treadwell made it clear that he was ready to die for the bears, and therefore we should not think that his decisions were bad and   start antagonizing everything that he did or said. Instead, we should show support and understanding as sign of appreciating the differences which exist among us.  
 Every story has a moral lesson, and this can be learnt though   close examination of the story, and drawing connection between the story and one’s life. This is why Treadwell deserves more of our empathy than criticism and antagonism. There are variety of valuable lessons and themes associated with this story like passion and sacrifice. It’s difficult to bring up these lessons and their relevance to our lives if we become less empathetic when handling the story. Criticism will only make us see the negative side of the story and how Treadwell as main character failed rather than the lessons we can learn from his successes and failures. Therefore, to ensure that the story has positive impact in life, we need to be empathetic to Treadwell. 
 	The perfectionist tendency of human nature tends to make us believe that for only the successful and good individuals or characters can teach us moral lessons in life and can have impact on our destiny.  However, I do believe that even the flawed human beings can teach us important lessons. We need the stories of the good people to see our tomorrow in them and we need the stories and the experiences of the flawed people to   caution ourselves about decisions of behaviors which can obstacle our success (Yip and Meena, 1).  Just as it’s said that one can never succeed without failing, similarly, one can never become good person if we do not know how to be flowed person. Therefore, by examining the life of the flowed people, we can learn the mistakes that they made in life so that we can avoid them. Furthermore, examining the life of the flowed people   and sharing their experience helps us understand that the world nature of the world; that the world has good and bad people and that they all deserve their space. This helps us appreciate the differences that exists between people and eliminate the tenancy to treated people with contempt simply because they do not fit within the standards   set by the society. It helps us understand appreciate diversity among the human nature and learn that being flowed is subjective. This is because what a society or some individual may consider as flowed may not be the case for others and that sometimes what is important is that a person is living a happy life that he or she desires and that his life is not adversely affective the life of others or environment.
 	One of my personal conviction is on equality and   respectful treatment of people. I believe that people are equal and that everyone should be treated with respect.  This conviction is based on the fact that by virtual of being human beings, we are all equal. Therefore, other aspects like education, material possessions, social status and other measures which may   differs among humans should not be used as the basis of determining how to treat people. Society has become so materialistic that people who hold much material wealth are seen as more human than other. For instance, the members of the 1% class in the world as considered as more human, same to the presidents and other leaders. However, I do believe that these materials possessions or   class and role positions are mobile and are bound to change position from one person to another. A person may be rich at one time and poor in the next moment, a leader in one minute and subject in the next.  The titles and material possessions may change, but   virtue pf being human will never change and its common to all.  Therefore, I believe that these mobile aspects should never be used as basis of determining the amount of respect we give to people or how we treat people. 
  I have received criticism in many instances   for my stance on respect and equality. Many people believe that the preferential treatment of people is what brings order in the society, creates the motivation for hard work eliminates anarchy. Most of my critiques argue that human nature is flawed as humans are selfish beings in constant competition and therefore differential treatments are inevitable.
 In conclusion, people have high affinity to criticize rather than empathizing and seeking to understand issues deeper.  In his film, Herzog criticizes Treadwell and brings out an argument that Treadwell was not anthropomorphic as he claimed, and that his stay in the forest was personal rather than being driven by concern for the bears. Instead, Herzog should have been empathetic and make effort to understand Treadwell’s convictions before making critics to his decisions.
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